How I raised $4,000

I wanted to share with all of you how I raised my fundraising minimum.  I had never done anything like this before but was really excited about the cause and wanted to share that enthusiasm with everyone I knew and didn't know.

I wrote letters to all of my co-workers adding my website link.  At the time I did my fundraising, there weren't automatic websites set up for me. I learned how to create my own and it was a fun process to do so.

So I wrote letters to everyone I knew.  I did it right at the beginning of my training and then a follow up a month before my event, recognizing people by putting their names at the bottom of the letter as contributors.  If you send a letter out to someone new and they see people recognized at the bottom, then their is a good chance that they want to be recognized as well by donating.

I made 5 cheap, black polo shirts with our logo and my website link.   To the first 5 people at my office that donated over $25 I gave them a polo shirt and asked them to wear it whenever, but especially on casual Fridays. That way the word got around the office about my training and fundraising. 

Then one day I conveniently bumped into my Executive Director and he asked how I was doing. I told him the whole story. He mentioned that he saw co-workers wearing my shirt and that he wanted to donate. He gave $100. Once he did that I was golden because every time I spoke to someone about fundraising I was like, "Keith donated $100".  IF your boss gives you something, then your co-workers definitely will.

I also asked if my  co-workers wouldn’t mind putting up a sign or poster or info card about the cause. Before you know it, people that visited the UCLA Alumni Association didn’t even recognize it and thought they were in the wrong place because of all the marketing I had done.  It all happened one person at a time and to be honest it was fun talking to people about my training/fundraising and asking for their support.  That support came in many ways, forwarding emails about what I was doing, donating even $1, or putting up a poster in their office or cube.

My family also donated and I asked them to do so instead of getting me a birthday present.

I went to my local newspaper, the star news, and got an article and picture of me training printed with my website link in it.

I put up a flyer at my local gym.  

I found an online magazine that would write an article about what I was doing.  Any place or anywhere that I could get the word out for free, I took advantage of.   You gotta create a buzz and get excited about what you are doing.  It truly is an amazing thing!

Then I started using donor matching, which is an amazing invention.

My advice to you is to come up with a strategy and see how you can in a fun way carry it out.

That was my story on fundraising and I hope I gave you some tips to use.

Remember, have fun and share that passion and enthusiasm with everyone.

Tim

